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Details of approval

The syllabus was approved by the board of the Department of Political Science on
2022-09-14 and was last revised on 2026-09-09. The revised syllabus comes into
effect 2026-09-09 and is valid from the spring semester 2027.

General information

The course is offered as part of the advanced-level specialisation in political science. It
can be taken as a stand-alone course or as part of a programme in accordance with
the curriculum.

Language of instruction: English

Main field of Specialisation
study

Political Science  A1TN, Second cycle, has only first-cycle course/s as entry
requirements
Learning outcomes

On completion of the course students should demonstrate:

Knowledge and understanding

- demonstrate knowledge of and an understanding of research issues, theories and
methods within the field of comparative politics, specifically research into political
institutions and political actors and their decision-making.

Competence and skills

- demonstrate the ability to critically discuss and apply theories, methods and
concepts within the field of comparative politics when analysing various aspects of
political institutions and political actors.
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Judgement and approach

- demonstrate the ability to take independent responsibility for their own learning
process by actively participating in discussions and various tasks.

Course content

The aim of the course is to deepen students’ knowledge and skills in some of the
most important areas of research within the field of comparative politics. Of particular
importance are theories, methods and empirical findings relating to political decision-
making in different political systems. The course provides an overview of current
debates in the field and equips students with the tools to understand and analyse
political decision-making in different political systems.

The course is structured around four modules: 1) Regimes and political change: this
module focuses on the institutional differences between democracies and non-
democracies, and on processes of democratisation and democratic backsliding; 2)
Political parties and representation: this module focuses on the links between citizens
and those in power in consolidated democracies, with a particular focus on political
representation and the responsiveness of elected representatives; 3) Decision-making
in legislative assemblies and governments: this module focuses on post-election
political processes, such as the formation of governments; 4) Political attitudes and
political behaviour: this module focuses on voters’ political attitudes and their
behaviour, for example how they participate and vote in elections.

Course design

Teaching takes the form of integrated lectures and seminars. Attendance is
compulsory unless there are special circumstances. Compensation or an alternative
date for a compulsory module will be offered to students who, through no fault of
their own — for example, due to an accident, sudden illness or similar circumstances —
have been unable to complete the compulsory module. This also applies to students
who have missed teaching due to holding a position of trust as a student
representative.

Assessment

Assessment takes the form of oral presentations and written assignments.

Three examination opportunities are offered in connection with the course: the main
examination, a resit and a catch-up examination. Within one year of the end of the
course, at least two further examination opportunities covering the same course
content are offered. Thereafter, the student is offered further examination
opportunities in accordance with the course syllabus in force at that time.

If necessary to ensure that a student with a long-term disability is provided with an
examination alternative equivalent to that of a student without a disability, the
examiner may, after consultation with the university’s Department of Educational
Support, decide on an alternative form of assessment for the student concerned.

Exams/assessment components for this course are listed in an appendix at the end of
this document.

The examiner can, in consultation, with the university’s unit for pedagogical support,
decide on alternative forms of examination for students with permanent disabilities.

The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the

regular form of examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with
a form of examination equivalent to that of a student without a disability.
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The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the
regular form of examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with
a form of examination equivalent to that of a student without a disability.

Grades

Grading scale includes the grades: U=Fail, E=Sufficient, D=Satisfactory, C=Good,
B=Very Good, A=Excellent
The grading scale comprises the grades Fail, E, D, C, B and A.

The grades used are A, B, C, D, E or Fail. The highest grade is A and the lowest
passing grade is E. A grade for a fail is designated as Fail.

The student’s performance is assessed on the basis of the course’s learning outcomes.
To achieve a grade of E, the student must demonstrate adequate performance. To
achieve a grade of D, the student must demonstrate satisfactory performance. To
achieve a grade of C, the student must demonstrate good performance. To achieve a
grade of B, the student must demonstrate very good performance. To achieve a grade
of A, the student must demonstrate excellent performance. A grade of Fail indicates
that the student has demonstrated insufficient performance.

A written course paper accounts for 40 per cent of the mark (6 credits), an oral
presentation accounts for 27 per cent (4 credits) of the mark, and a written
examination accounts for 33 per cent (5 credits) of the mark.

At the start of the course, students are informed of the learning outcomes set out in
the course syllabus, as well as the grading scale and how it is applied in the course.

Entry requirements

Admission to the course requires 1-90 credits in political science, peace and conflict
studies or equivalent, including a degree project in one of these subjects, as well as a
further 60 credits from fully completed courses.
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